22                                                               Earl Haig
April 4 he moved five miles nearer Mahmud. Colonel Broad-
wood, a day later, in a cavalry reconnaissance to within 1,200
yards of Mahmud's zeriba, had to fight his way back against
1,500 Dervish infantry and horse. Captain Haig had volun-
teered to reconnoitre the zeriba, and rode close up before a
hail of bullets disclosed the presence of the enemy. It was
said that his very imperturbability disturbed the enemy's aim
and resulted in his almost miraculous escape. In this spying out
of the enemy position seven men were killed and ten wounded,
which was not a very stiff price for the valuable information that
was gained.
On the 6th Kitchener marched to Umdabia and was then
only five miles from the foe. That same night the brigades
crept forward under cover of darkness and in the heat of a
breathless oven. At nine o'clock there was a halt for biscuits
and bully beef and three hours' sleep. Another push forward
and another sleep, with the enemy's watch-fires gleaming only
half a mile away.
At dawn on Good Friday morning, April 8, the Anglo-
Egyptian force- from the edge of a low ridge looked down on
Mahmud's zeriba that they had been dreaming about. It was
a barricade of mimosa thorn, ten feet thick and twenty feet
high, and having a circumference of about three miles. It was
open at the back to provide a line of retreat. Within this
prickly barrier there was a palisaded stockade and a trench, the
whole interior consisting of a medley of mounds and rifle-pits.
After plying the zeriba with shells and rockets for two hours
the Anglo-Egyptians swept forward, heartened by fifes, drums,
the skirling of bagpipes and the weird music of native bands.
Under a storm of bullets the Camerons led the way, General
Gatacre himself being the first to begin tearing down with his
hands the thorn fence in which the artillery had made consider-
able gaps. The Egyptians and loyal Sudanese regiments were
splendid. Quickly the whole zeriba was a pandemonium of